Central Scotland Region 2026
Scottish Parliament Constituency Profile
Introduction
The Central Scotland region comprises the entire local authority areas of North Lanarkshire and Falkirk, as well as parts of South Lanarkshire and East Dunbartonshire. It includes the Scottish Parliamentary constituencies of Airdrie and Shotts, Coatbridge and Chryston, Cumbernauld and Kilsyth, East Kilbride, Falkirk East, Falkirk West, Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse, Motherwell and Wishaw, and Uddingston and Bellshill. The region covers a mix of urban centres, former industrial towns, and growing commuter areas, making it a diverse political landscape.
Scottish Liberal Democrats Elected Representatives in Central Scotland
The Scottish Liberal Democrats have a long-standing tradition of community activism within the Central Scotland region, with local parties working hard to build their presence. While the party does not currently hold a Scottish Parliamentary seat within the region, there are active local parties with a growing base of support.
There is an increasing body of support in East Kilbride, where focused campaigning efforts in recent elections have helped strengthen the party’s position. The area has seen significant engagement from activists and local campaigners, and the party has benefited from high-profile local endorsements. Recent developments, including councillors who have joined the party from other political groups, demonstrate the potential for further growth.
Rutherglen has been another area of progress, with a strong local party that has achieved success in recent council elections. The party benefits from experienced campaigners and a solid activist base, which will be crucial in building a wider presence in the region. The work done here provides a template for how to achieve local gains through sustained grassroots efforts.
In West Lothian, the party has seen increasing engagement and support in recent years. A combination of local activism, targeted campaigns, and effective messaging has helped to secure representation at the council level. This foundation provides an opportunity for further development in upcoming elections.
East Dunbartonshire remains a key area of strength for the Scottish Liberal Democrats, with the party maintaining a well-organized presence and strong electoral history and recently electing Susan Murray as MP for Mid Dunbartonshire. The local party has a record of success, underpinned by dedicated activists and long-term community engagement.
Regional Representation
Historically, the Scottish Liberal Democrats have had representation in Central Scotland, particularly in the early years of the Scottish Parliament. While the party has not won a regional list seat in recent elections, previous electoral success demonstrates that there is a path back to securing representation.
Efforts to build the party’s profile have been supported by dedicated campaigners across the region, who continue to fight on key local issues and engage voters at the community level. While the electoral challenges in this region remain significant, the work being done in key areas shows that gains can be made with sustained effort.
The Local Parties in the Region Are:
· West Lothian 
· East Dunbartonshire
· South Lanarkshire
Electoral Context
Central Scotland has traditionally been a difficult region for the Scottish Liberal Democrats due to the dominance of other parties, particularly the SNP and Labour. However, recent election results at the local level indicate that there are areas where the party is making progress.
The party has benefited from an increase in support in specific wards, as well as gaining representation through councillors who have chosen to join the Liberal Democrats from other parties. This demonstrates that there is an appetite for an alternative to the entrenched political dominance of the larger parties in the region.
Scottish Liberal Democrats continue to maintain a core base of support, and with a well-coordinated regional strategy, there is potential to make gains. The focus for the 2026 election will be on consolidating recent successes, expanding into key target areas, and ensuring that voters across Central Scotland see the Scottish Liberal Democrats as a credible and effective choice.

